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Introduction

This booklet has been produced by the Ashton Keynes Footpath Working Party to suggest
some circular walks of varying lengths starting and ending in the village. It does not cover
every public right of way, but does include as much of the network as we have been able to
include in nine walks, without too much repetition. We hope that youn will gam as much
pleasure from these walks as we have, in preparing the booklet.

The two walks within the village boundary, in order to keep wherever possible to
footpaths, do not necessarily take you to all the prettiest spots. However, visitors will
easily find the remaining few by exploring village roads.

Holy Cross Church, Ashton Keynes (Walk Two)

Some hints for getting the most
from the walks

Wear sensible footwear

Most of the walks described here have some points which are very wet or muddy at all but
the driest times of the year. Walking boots or Wellingtons are recommended at wet times.
Even at the driest times a stout pair of shoes or boots is advisable.

Beware of changes in the weather

If you are setting out on a walk taking 2 or 3 hours, remember how quickly the British
weather can change, even in summertime, and take at least a waterproof for all members
of the party, especially children. There is nothing to spoil your enjoyment more than
getting wet.

Plan stops

On the longer walks, especially with children in the party, a short break can revive tired
legs tremendously. Where possible we have mentioned pubs that can be visited en
route, but remember to plan your walk with opening hours in mind.




Respect the countryside

Don't do anvthing to frighten livestock - control dogs and children to prevent them from
chasing or becing noisv. Make sure that all gates are shut after you. and take vour litter
home with yvou

Melp keep paths tidy

If vou arc a regular walker of our footpaths. you might like to put a pair of secateurs in
vour pocket occasionally. to cut back brambles around stiles, or, with a bin liner, you could
clear small amounts of litter that vou come across. In this way we can all improve the
experience for each other.

Qbserve road safety

Although most of the walks are on footpaths or bridleways. there is a small amount of road
walking. Unless there is a pavement, this should be on the right-hand side of the road,
facing the oncoming traffic. and in single file.

Neep your eyes and ears open

The lakes of the Cotswold Water
Park provide an opportunity to
observe a variety of wildlife,
especially birds. not found in
many arcas of the countrv. We
have tried to provide information
about wildlife that vou may see
or hear as vou walk.

Fo«:‘\férfdge over ditch (Walk Fi‘ve)

Further Information

There is a map of all the parish footpaths on the noticeboard outside the village hall. if you
want to explore the few paths not covered here. The Twinning Association sells a map of
the village streets, and the book "Ashton Kewvnes - a village with no history" provides
much interesting information about the village. and can be bought at village pubs.
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Walk One
The Eastern Sector

With its mixture of old and new fousing, this short walk (1 mile) introduces
some of the footpaths on the eastern side of the village.
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Start at the Plough Inn and turn left along Back Strect. Carry on along Back Street,
passing a number of attractive houses, most notably Pilgrim Cottage, Corner Cottage and
Wall Cottage. Follow the road round to the right, taking care as it is difficult to see traffic
coming. Just after you cross the brook, turn left into the road that leads to Kentend Farm.
Take a right through the gate (signpost Waterhay) into the first field and catry on along
the east bank of the brook. This part of the walk is often better in wellingtons, so if you
are in your Sunday Best, follow the main Kent End road down and rejoin the walk at
Ashfield. Thus far we have been following the official Thames Path, but now we leave it.

After negotiating the next gate, turn right over the ditch (which is a Thames back stream)
and into a broad straight path with allotments on either side. This brings you out into
Kent End opposite Ashfield. Cross the road and turn a sharp right along the footpath
towards the old Harris Road council houses. Take the first path on the left and follow it as
it veers left round the back of the new houses and past an open space reserved for future
development (or not) and across a bridge over a Thames backstream. The path is not very
even here, but runs through an attractive little grove and comes out in Four Acre Close.
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Back Street near Pilgrim Cottage

Turn right to the end of the Close; by Number 12 the path forks right taking you into a
glade and another right fork takes you straight to the Lotts. Crossing the road, you find a
small shrub-planted area (a Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme sponsored by the Parish
Council). Through the gate (being careful to shut it) you enter a small toddlers' tecreation
area; the gate at the top also needs to be checked shut. You come out into Eastfield, where
across the road is a through-way into Fore Street. This is very attractive thh its willow
and silver birches and on either side is a
varied terrace of small dwellings.
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In Fore Street turn left and follow the path
until the road swings left. Do not follow
the road, but turn right and carry on along
the unmetalled private path past the Cove
House Gardens bungalows. At the far end
is a ramp which takes you back up into
Richmond Court. Take the right hand
path along the road down into Back Street;
the Plough is on the left.

I Long-tailed tit




Walk Two
West Side Story

A slightly longer walR (1% miles) taking in the more rural parts of the village.

"7 Start at the Horse and Jockey
in Gosditch, and turn right,
jaway from the main road.
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the road, there is a passage-
way which leads into Mill

\
\}  Field. The two-step stile is not
! at all friendly to the elderly or
/.t dogs. Take the path straight
on which runs parallel to the
school boundary fence; there is
a small stile to traverse; this
brings you out onto the Thames
Path by means of another
rather clumsy stile just above
Brook End Cottage. Turning
right, a short passage between
it and the wall of Mill House
brings you out at the top of
Church Walk. Turning left
over the river you can rest on
the seat in front of Mill House,
and take in one of the most
picturesque scenes in the
village.
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To continue with this walk, carry on along the left-hand riverbank, past the drive-way of
Glebe House and past the bridge under which frequently lurk sizeable roach, perch or
trout. Walk down Church Lane, on your left the doorsteps of the terrace, all of interest,
and plankstones on your right. Cross the High Road to a passage-way under lime trees to
the left of the Long House. You now enter Richmond Court. When the road forks turn to
the right and go through the passage-way at the dead end which takes you through Cove
House Gardens to Fore Street. You can detour here by turning left which will take you to
the village store where you can stock up on provisions to keep you going for the second

half of the walk! P

However, our walk continues straight on which brings you to Park Place which you cross,
then enter a passageway, forbidden to cyclists; on the left attractive old cottages rise
directly from the pathside. Dormer Cottage is the first of these; on the right in the
undeveloped area is a large ceanothus which is a glorious sight in May. The path leads
you out opposite the exit from Thames View. Turn right and walk down another branch of
Park Place into High Road. Cross the road and turn left. Pass Grove Farm (set well back
from the road) and cross the first footbridge you reach after the pavement has finished (it
is marked with a "no fouling" sign).

The passageway leads you to a big field, where there are nearly always race-horses; keep to
the left hand side until you reach a stile and a gate that lead you into the corner of the next
field. Then turn left and walk up the side of the field to the stile, that is wire-meshed to
make it dog-proof. However, the barred gate alongside opens and shuts easily enough.
This leads you out into the Derry. Turn right and carry on up the Derry.

After passing some varied and attractive cottages turn right over a stile onto a footpath at
the bottom of The Derry, just past the driveway to Derry Farm House; crossing the stile
into the next field. Carrying straight on, you come to a post-and-rail enclosed area entered
and left by a simple step-stile; here you may meet donkeys who show friendly interest. This
brings you to the imposing poplar-lined driveway to Derryfields Farm; a V-shaped gate
leads you into the Tunbury enclave of white-washed buildings, and there the path runs
straight past Derryfield Cottage (which contains some interesting trees, e.g. turkey-oak and
balsam poplars); the gateway of the cottage is flanked by two protective plank-stones,
which even with a step are awkward to cross. The conifers protecting the garden also
narrow the path more than they should. This is not a path for push- or wheel-chairs. The
path emerges onto the driveway of a group of cottages behind the Horse & Jockey and into
Gosditch by the pub.

Variations.

1. As you emerge into Mill Field from Gosditch, take the path diagonally left which
traverses the field to a stile in the hedge surrounding the Thames Water pumping-station;
you can cross this area to the riverside gate onto the main road by Sheepwash Bridge, and
then continue up the road to the church. Turn right through the churchyard, where you
may see coal tits and goldcrests. At the beginning of the year the snowdrops in the moat of
Church Farm are a lovely sight. You return along a pathway lined with chestnut trees and,
in the Spring, daffodils, to Mill House.

2. Instead of taking the footbridge over the Thames into the field with horses, you can
continue down the High Road alongside the river and turn right at The Derry, rejoining
the walk where the footpath emerges.





































